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Taliesin Preservation Awarded Grants for Improved Audio Accessibility at Historic Hillside
Theater

SPRING GREEN, Wis. — Taliesin Preservation was awarded grants from the Community Foundation of
Southern Wisconsin’s Robert G. Campbell Community Fund and the Frankenmuth Insurance Charitable
Foundation in support of improved audio accessibility for historic Hillside Theater at Taliesin.

Grant funds were used to acquire and install an ADA-compliant assistive listening system in the theater,
ensuring that all visitors can fully experience theater performances, lectures, and other public programs.
Audience members can use provided receivers or connect to the system through their personal
Bluetooth-enabled hearing aids, earbuds, or headphones.

Maria Kopecky, Programs Manager at Taliesin Preservation, says that no matter who is coming to this
theater, they’ll be able to hear and participate in the experience. “We were so excited to learn about
the Auracast technology because it really is non-invasive — and it works really well in a place like this.”
Kopecky's comments are featured in a video produced by Full Compass telling the story behind the
installation, available here.

Approximately 60% of the audience at Hillside Theater events is age 65 or older, and data from the
National Institute of Health indicates that at least 31% of this 65+ demographic has some or significant
difficulty hearing.

As our Hillside Theater offerings continue to grow in 2026 and beyond, this investment in enhanced
audio accessibility will directly benefit an estimated 400-600 visitors with hearing loss each year. Families
and caregivers of visitors with hearing loss will also benefit from knowing that their loved ones will enjoy
full access and enjoyment of events at Hillside Theater — in the same place Frank Lloyd Wright enjoyed
viewing regular performances during his lifetime.

For a full lineup of events at Hillside Theater and to join us for a lecture, live music, artistic performance,
classic film, and more, please visit: taliesinpreservation.org/hillside-theater

For more information about Taliesin and Taliesin Preservation, please view or download our 2026
Media Kit here.

For more information about Full Compass and their case study, “Modernizing Accessibility at Frank
Lloyd Wright's Hillside Theater,” click here.
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About Taliesin Preservation

Taliesin Preservation is a Wisconsin-based 501(c)(3) founded in 1993. Its mission is to preserve
Taliesin’s natural, built, and cultural environments through educational and cultural programming and
provide a greater understanding of Frank Lloyd Wright’s architecture and ideas. For more information,
visit: TaliesinPreservation.org
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